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Nottingham, Carlisle, etc. "l. Individual pedlars sometimes
accumulated wealth2; and they often had chambers or
warehouses where they stored their goods 3.
The organization of the woollen manufacture has been
described in detail, not only on account of the exceptional
importance of this branch of textiles, but also because it
throws abundant light upon the dominating part which
capitalism already played in English industry before the
introduction of machinery. The other branches of textiles
—cotton, silk, hosiery and linen—will be dealt with more
briefly since their organization reproduced in its essentials
the characteristic features of the woollen manufacture 4.
(n)
textiles : cotton
The cotton industry differed from the woollen industry in Early re-
three important respects—it depended upon raw material {^j^^
imported from abroad; it was confined mainly to one part
of England5; and it was organized from the outset on
capitalist lines. The use of cotton wool in the Middle Ages
is shown by its importation into England as far back as the
thirteenth century6, though to what extent it entered into
the manufacture of cloth it is impossible to say, especially
since the term ' cotton ' was applied to a species of woollen
cloth. Thus Camden in 1586 described Manchester as
excelling in its woollen cloths which " they call Manchester
cottons " 7, while Kendal cottons were made of Westmorland
wool8. However, when the account book of a tailor in the
reign of Henry VIII. mentions ' two yards of white coten for
1	House of Commons Journals, xl. 1008, 1026.
2	For examples, see Hist. MSS. Comm. Portland, vi. 170-171; Clark,
Working Life of Women in the Seventeenth Century, 32.
8 Defoe, The Complete English Tradesman (ed. 1727), ii. jjart ii. 78.
*	For coal and iron, see infra, sections vi. and vii.   For paper-making
and glass-making, see infra, vol. iii. 352, note 2.
5 For centres of the cotton industry other than Lancashire, see infra,
p. 95-
*	Gras, The Early English Customs System, 222 (also see pp. 161, 169,
171, 271, 554).
7 Camden, Britannia (ed. 1586), 429.
*	Young, Tour through the North (ed. 1771), iii. 134.

